
                                                                                                 

 

Project: Small4Good- Sustainable multifunctional management by small forest owners in support of 

bioeconomy, biodiversity and climate. 

The strategic objective of Small4Good is to enable and activate small-forest owners to safeguard biodiversity 

and enhance the provision of ecosystem services from Europe's forests through multifunctional and locally 

adapted management models that are financially supported by PES and implemented with support by of 

digital- and AI-based solutions. 

Small4Good will develop multifunctional management and business models for owners of small forest 

financially enabled by schemes for PES with focus on biodiversity and carbon farming. The management 

models are supported by digital and AI solutions to improve the capacity and engagement of small-forests 

owners. To ensure the long-term impact the models must be aligned with the motivations of the individual 

owners and the local ecosystem and socioeconomic conditions. Hence, Small4Good focuses on 

understanding the motivations of small-forest owners and pursues the development of business and 

management models through a multi-actor living lab approach in four regions across Europe. This follows a 

co-creation approach that promotes rapid acceptability, prototyping, and implementation to outline realistic 

locally adapted pathways towards multifunctionality that are aligned with the ambitions outlined in the EU 

Forest Strategy. The lessons learned will be used to enable small-forest owners across Europe to enter the 

pathway towards sustainable and multifunctional management as a basis for a fair and inclusive transition 

towards the bioeconomy. 

Small4Good is aligned with the work programme by providing outcomes contributing to the policy goals of 

the European Green Deal including increasing the multifunctional role and resilience needs under climate 

change and contribution to halting and reversing biodiversity loss. This is achieved through better 

understanding of the motivations of small-forest owners, local small-scale management models based on 

implementation of carbon farming and PES. 

Projektleitung (UFR): Prof. Dr. Daniela Kleinschmit   Projektlaufzeit: January 2024 – December 2027 (48 

months) 

Contact: Dr. Andy Selter (principle investigator), andy.selter@ifp.uni-freiburg.de ; Fafali R. Ziga-Abortta 

(post doc) fafali.ziga-abortta@ifp.uni-freiburg.de ; Sabeth Häublein (post doc) sabeth.haeublein@ifp.uni-

freiburg.de ;Julia Müller (phd candidate) julia.mueller@ifp.uni-freiburg.de . 

Project Partners: NIBIO (NORSK INSTITUTT FOR BIOOKONOMI- Project Lead), UFR (ALBERT-LUDWIGS-

UNIVERSITAET FREIBURG), UGOE (GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT GOTTINGEN STIFTUNG OFFENTLICHEN 

RECHTS), UTBV (UNIVERSITATEA TRANSILVANIA DIN BRASOV), APPR (ASOCIATIA PROPRIETARILOR DE 

PADURI DIN ROMANIA), Forest Design (FOREST DESIGN SRL), Forstkammer (FORSTKAMMER BADEN-

WURTTEMBERG WALDBESITZERVERBAND E.V.), ELO (EUROPEAN LANDOWNERS ORGANIZATION), UVA 

(UNIVERSIDAD DE VALLADOLID), FAFCYLE (FEDERACION DE ASOCIACIONES FORESTALES DE CASTILLA Y 

LEON), Romsilva (REGIA NATIONALA A PADURILOR ROMSILVA RA), NSF (SKOGEIERFORBUNDETS 

SERVICEKONTOR AS), MENON (MENON ECONOMICS AS), WSL (EIDGENOSSISCHE FORSCHUNGSANSTALT 

WSL), WBB (WaldBeiderBasel).  
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